
March 2024 Update 

Dear Friends,  

Despite February being the leap year this year, the question is: “Where did February 
go?” We are stepping into March already! Wow! Days are moving fast, and so is our 
Lenten Season.   

The month of March takes us deep into the Mystery of our Salvation. At the end of 
this month, we get to experience firsthand the Paschal Mystery as it will be played 
out for us in the liturgies we celebrate. We will reach a crescendo on the last day of 
March, when we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus.  

What is the Paschal Mystery? It is Christ’s work of redemption accomplished 
principally by his Passion, Death, Resurrection, and glorious Ascension.  

Now, you might ask, why do we make such a deal of this Paschal Mystery, and what is 
its relevance to us now? Well, listen to this beautiful answer, found in para. 1085 of 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church:  

In the liturgy of the Church, it is principally his own Paschal mystery that Christ 
signifies and makes present. During his earthly life Jesus announced his Paschal 
mystery by his teaching and anticipated it by his actions. When his Hour comes, 
he lives out the unique event of history which does not pass away: Jesus dies, is 
buried, rises from the dead, and is seated at the right hand of the Father "once 
for all." 

His Paschal mystery is a real event that occurred in our history, but it is unique: 
all other historical events happen once, and then they pass away, swallowed up 
in the past. The Paschal mystery of Christ, by contrast, cannot remain only in the 
past, because by his death he destroyed death, and all that Christ is - all that he 
did and suffered for all men - participates in the divine eternity, and so 
transcends all times while being made present in them all. The event of the 
Cross and Resurrection abides and draws everything toward life. 

This is lived out in the Liturgy that we celebrate every day, and most especially in the 
liturgies of the Triduum, the three most important holy days in the calendar of the 
church: Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Holy Thursday); Friday of the Passion of 
the Lord (Good Friday); and the Easter Vigil in the Holy Night. These are very 
powerful and most meaningful liturgies that you do not want to miss.  

These are critical days for our Catechumens, who have now become the “Elect,” as 
well as for our Candidates who have been preparing for the past several months (or 
longer) to embrace “the way of faith and conversion” before receiving First Eucharist 
and/or Confirmation. It is absolutely our most solemn duty as parishioners to 
accompany these wonderful people who are soon to reach the goal of the devoted 



preparation. I invite you to pray for them especially in the days ahead, that they 
might find in our community the visible expression of what it is to be followers of 
Christ.  

Lots of good stuff is happening this month (as almost always at St. John’s).  In 
particular, I draw your attention to  the following:  

+ The Lenten Mission presented by Fr. Patrick Hannon, C.S.C., from 4 March 
(Monday) through 6 March (Wednesday) at 7 p.m. each night.  We have 
added a Mass at 6:30 p.m. in the church before the Mission.  

+ We will be celebrating the Feast of St. Joseph on Tuesday 19 March with two 
Masses: one at 8 a.m. and another at 12.05 p.m. Please note that Fr. Joseph 
Mary Wolfe, the Chaplain of EWTN, will preside at the 12:05 p.m. Mass. He will 
be doing a presentation at 6 p.m. at the Holy Cross Hall for the Divine Mercy 
Radio Dinner Gala which is a ticketed event to raise funds for the Catholic 
Radio Station in Melbourne, FL.  

For the first time, we are offering a Silent Retreat on Saturday 23 March for the men 
and women of the parish. The theme is “John, Mary and the Eucharist.” Logistics 
require that we limit the number of participants, so I request you to hurry. The sign-
up deadline is 15 March. What a blessing it will be to experience some true quiet 
time! 

Once again, a huge thanks to all who have already responded to Our Catholic 
Appeal. I extend a renewed appeal to those who have not yet responded: please do 
this so that we can achieve our goal! 

Let us now take a look at the exciting and exhilarating calendar for the Month of 
March 2024: 

March Schedule 2024 
40 Days of The Stations of the Cross until Saturday, 30 March 

Monday to Thursday & Saturday at 5:30 p.m.  +  Friday at 6:00 p.m. in the Grotto 
 
1 March – FRIDAYS IN LENT (see schedule below) – First Friday 

- Morning Mass – 8:00 a.m. 

2 March – First Saturday 

- First Saturday Mass – 9:00 a.m. 

- Confirmation Day of Prayer – Let us keep our youth in our prayers as they 
reflect on the importance of prayer in preparation to receive the Holy Spirit. 
 



2/3 March – Third Sunday of Lent – Mission Weekend   

- Fr. Patrick Hannon, C.S.C. will deliver the Homily at all the Masses to set the 
groundwork for the Mission beginning on Monday 6 March at 7:00 p.m.  

- OCIA First Scrutiny takes place on Sunday – 9:00 a.m. Mass.  

4 March – Monday 

- Morning Mass – 8:00 a.m. 

- Mission Night #1: “Searching for the God Who Loves Us” – Join us for Mass 
at 6:30 p.m. and the Mission immediately afterwards – 7:00 p.m. 

5 March – TUESDAYS IN LENT  

- Morning Mass – 8:00 a.m. 

- Mission Night #2: “Discovering the God Who Loves Us” – Join us for Mass 
at 6:30 p.m. and the Mission immediately afterwards – 7:00 p.m. 

6 March – Wednesday 

- Morning Mass – 8:00 a.m. 

- Rosary at 6:00 p.m. in the Grotto 

- Mission Night #3: “Celebrating the God Who Loves Us” – Join us for Mass 
at 6:30 p.m. The Mission follows immediately. 

9 March – Saturday  

- New Altar Server Training – 9:00 a.m. in the Church.   

- Altar Server Refresher Training – 10:00 a.m. in the Church.   

- Join Our Lady of the Angels Secular Franciscan Order for Mass in the Grotto 
at 10:00 a.m. followed by the Franciscan Stations of the Cross. Come and 
meet the members of the Secular Franciscan Order and find out what they 
are all about.   

- Welcome Dinner for New Parishioners registered as of 11/30/2023 – after 
the 4:30 p.m. Saturday Mass  

9/10 March – Fourth Sunday of Lent – Traditionally known as Laetare (“Rejoice”) 
Sunday.  Laetare Sunday sets a tone of joyful anticipation of the Easter 
mystery.  

- Stations of the Cross in Tamil at the Grotto at 12 p.m. 

- Tamil Mass – 1:00 p.m.  

- First Communion Parent Meeting with Father Vincent – Holy Cross Hall at 
10:30 a.m. 



- For the thirteenth year, the Lenten Migrant Long Sleeve Shirt Drive for 
migrant workers begins; donations collected before and after all weekend 
Masses. 

- OCIA Second Scrutiny takes place on Sunday at the 9:00 a.m. Mass.  

11 March – Monday  

- Day 1 of the St. Joseph Novena (continuing for 9 days until 19 March) 

- Morning Mass – 8:00 a.m. 

12 March – TUESDAYS IN LENT 

- Morning Mass – 8:00 a.m. 

- Parish Lenten Reconciliation – 7:00 p.m. 

13 March – Wednesday 

- Morning Mass – 8:00 a.m. 

- Rosary at 6:00 p.m. in the Grotto 

- Evening Mass – 6:30 p.m. in the Grotto (if raining, Mass will be held in the 
Holy Cross Hall). 

15 March – FRIDAYS IN LENT (see schedule below) 

- Morning Mass – 8:00 a.m. 

- The Children’s Way of the Cross – 6:00 p.m. in the Church. Sponsored by the 
Children’s Ministry. 

16 March – Saturday  

- Zumba (sponsored by Gratia Plena) – 1:00 p.m. in the Fr. Patrick Peyton 
Room.   

- Knight of Columbus Annual St. Patrick’s Day Dance – 6:00 p.m. in Holy Cross 
Hall. 

16/17 March – Fifth Sunday of Lent - Passiontide begins.  During this time, purple 
cloth covers the crucifixes and statues (“the veiling”).  

- Final weekend for the Lenten Long Sleeve Shirt Drive for migrant workers; 
donations collected before and after all weekend Masses. 

- OCIA Third (Final) Scrutiny takes place at the 11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass. 

18 March – Monday 

- Morning Mass – 8:00 a.m. 



19 March – TUESDAYS IN LENT –  Solemnity of St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Patron of the Brothers of Holy Cross (Day 9 of the St. Joseph 
Novena) 

- Masses – 8:00 a.m. and 12:05 p.m.  Fr. Joseph Mary Wolfe, Chaplain of 
EWTN, will preside at the 12:05 p.m. Mass.  

- Divine Mercy Radio Dinner Gala (Ticketed Event) - 6:00 p.m. in Holy Cross 
Hall. 

20 March – Wednesday 

- Morning Mass – 8:00 a.m. 

- Rosary at 6:00 p.m. in the Grotto 

- Evening Mass at 6:30 p.m. in the Grotto (if raining, Mass will be held in Holy 
Cross Hall). 

23 March – Saturday  

- Lenten Silent Retreat (John, Mary and the Eucharist) held throughout the 
campus from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

23/24 March – HOLY WEEK BEGINS –  Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

-  Saturday Mass  –  4:30 p.m. (Vigil)  

- Sunday Masses –  7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.  

➢ The 9:00 a.m. Mass will begin in the Grotto with a special procession 
back to the Church after the blessing of the palms. The blessing of palms 
will begin at 8.50 a.m.  

25 March – Monday  

- Morning Mass – 8:00 a.m. 

-  Chrism Mass – 11:00 a.m. in the Basilica of the National Shrine of Mary, 
Queen of the Universe in Orlando. 

26 March – TUESDAYS IN LENT  

- Morning Mass – 8:00 a.m. 

- Behold the Lamb of God: Adoration with Contemporary Music – 7:00 p.m. 

27 March – Wednesday  

- Morning Mass – 8:00 a.m. 

- Day of Reconciliation – 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

- Rosary – 6:00 p.m. in the Grotto 



- Evening Mass – 6:30 p.m. in the Grotto (if raining, Mass will be held in Holy 
Cross Hall). 

28 March – HOLY THURSDAY – THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM BEGINS  

- No Morning Mass  

- Holy Thursday of the Lord’s Supper – 7:00 p.m.  

- Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:  A procession will accompany the 
Blessed Sacrament as it is carried from the Church to Holy Cross Hall for 
Adoration until 12:00 a.m. (Midnight). 

29 March – Friday  

- No Morning Mass 

- Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday) – 3:00 p.m. 

- The Living Stations of the Cross (Presented by our Teens) – 7:00 p.m. 

30 March – HOLY SATURDAY (Morning) 

- Breakfast with the Easter Bunny and Egg Hunt – 10:00 a.m.  

- Blessing of the Baskets (a traditional blessing of baskets containing food 
such as bread for the first meal of Easter) – 11:00 a.m. 

30 March – THE EASTER VIGIL In the Holy Night  

- Mass – 8:00 p.m. This year we will welcome eight Catechumens and twenty-
two Candidates into the full Sacramental life of the Catholic faith.  Please 
continue to keep them in your prayers. 

31 March – EASTER SUNDAY of the Resurrection of the Lord  

- 6:00 a.m. in the Grotto (Sunrise Mass) 

- 8:00 a.m.  

- 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. – these are simulcast in the Hall 

 

FRIDAYS DURING LENT 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (note: the Adoration Chapel is closed this 
day) 

➢ Following Morning Mass until 5:30 p.m. in the Fr. Patrick Peyton Room 

 Divine Mercy Chaplet – 3:00 p.m. in the Fr. Patrick Peyton Room 

 Evening Prayer and Benediction – 5:30 p.m. in the Fr. Patrick Peyton Room 



 Stations of the Cross – 6:00 p.m. in the Grotto. 

➢ If raining, the Stations of the Cross will be held in the Church. 

 Soup Supper in Holy Cross Hall AFTER the Stations of the Cross. 

 

KEY LENTEN DATES TO REMEMBER 

 Masses on Wednesdays – 8:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.  

 Rosary in the Grotto – Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. 

 Stations of the Cross – 5:30 p.m. Monday  –  Thursday & Saturday in the Grotto 

 Lenten Mission by Fr. Patrick Hannon, C.S.C. in the Church 
➢ 4 March (Monday) –  6 March (Wednesday) – 7:00 p.m. 
➢ Mass at 6:30 p.m. each night before Mission. 

 Lenten Reconciliation: 12 March (Tuesday) – 7:00 p.m.  

 St. Joseph Novena:  11 March – 19 March for 9 days 
➢ Tuesday 19 March – Solemnity of St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary – Masses at 8 a.m. and 12:05 p.m. 
➢ Silent Retreat – John, Mary and the Eucharist – Saturday 23 March – 8:30 

a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
 
 


